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A LETTER, c. 
5 Gentlemen of the Clergy, 


AM well aware how unfaſhionable a 
| Whim ſome may think it, to expreſs 
a concern for the better being of the 
Clergy of Ireland, But a Fellow of my 
Years may be indulged his Oddities. Iam 
_ diſpoſed to think well of your Order: 
And tho' there may be ſome among you, 
whom no wiſe Perſon will attempt to vin- 
dicate, yet I muſt fay, I have lived to know, 
many others, whoſe Learning, Charity, 
and Exemplary Manners, made them real, 
Bleſſings to their Country. In the very 
| Pariſh where I am fituated, I have expe- 
rienced in more Inſtances than one, of what 


Tf 


infinite Uſe are the good Life and ſhining 
i Abilities of a true Miniſter of the Goſpel. 
x And I will always with Pleaſure ac- 
| knowledge, that it is to the Virtues and 
' Inſtructions of one of your Body, whoſe 
Memory I ſhall ever hold dear, that I owe 
thoſe few Improvements, which are now 
the Enjoyment and beſt Comforts of my 
declining Age. 
However, Gentlemen, it is not to praiſe 
v I mean this Letter. Politic as you 
ære faid to be, you have wanted much of 
that Activity and Spirit for your Intereſts, 
which every Body of Men ought to ſhew, 
when it may be done conſiſtently with the 
Public Good—You have been careleſs f 
. your near Concerns, as much as any of 
your Enemies cou- d defire—You have af- 
fixed Reproach and Contempt upon your- 
ſelves—And have brought your very Order 
into Diſrepute, by your too little Regard 
to the Welfare, and even the Support or-. 
thoſe Families, which Parſons in this Coun- 
try are plentifully enough ſtocked with. 
It has been an Obſervation, there is much 
reaſon to make, that the Widows and 
Children of Clergymen have had the curſe 
of Beggary laid upon them: But too often 
are they expoſed to the moſt ſhocking, 
Temptations” of Poverty; and well is it, 
Tos the Daus . can get Ad- 
| „ mittance 


E 
mittance into a Family of credit, upon 


Terms, which the Child of a wealthy Far- 
mer wou'd think beneath her. | 


You may imagine, 'Gentlemen, what © 
5 you pleaſe— but theſe Things muſt leſſen 


you in the Eyes of us Laymen. They are 


matter of infinite Mirth to thoſe, that 


hate you. For my Part, I own I have been 
often in pain for a Parſon, when I have 
ſeen him in a Houſe, where the Child of 


Bis Predeceſſor was a Menial Servant, or 


depending on the Charity of the Squire's 
Lady for Support. Ev'n they, whoſe more 
_ proſperous. Circumſtances raiſe them above 
the Fears of any like Diſaſter, muſt feel 
deep concern at Inſtances of this Kind. But 
indeed, this is the bright Side of the Pro- 
ſpect. The Children of Clergymen, as 
Clergymen are now circumſtanced, may 
think themſelves happy, when they are on- 
ly reduced to ſerve. And when 1 tell you, 
that there are many of them, who have 
| ſunk far below this; many, whoſe Diſtreſ. 
ſes have been the means of betraying them 


into utter Ruin, of their falling into the 


worſt of Exceſſes, of their becoming Pro- 
fligates of the loweſt Rank ; is there one 
among you, whoſe Heart will not bleed at 
the Miſery of Wretches, who might have 
been valuable Members of the Common- 
wealth, if ſome little Attention had been 
had to their Education and Settlement in 
the World. And 


EY 
| And yet, Gentlemen, 1 are : ſuppoſed 


to be one of the richeſt. Bodies in this 


Kingdom. Beſides the Tithes you are in- 
titled to, your Enemies draw up a long Liſt 
of Eſtates, which you are poſſeſſed of. 
Many of the Clergy, even of thoſe not dig- 


nified, enjoy conſiderable Benefices. How E 


comes it then to paſs, that no Proviſion 
has been made for thoſe, who thus nearly 


8 belong to you? That among ſo many Pub- 


lic-ſpirited Schemes, ſet on Foot by you, 
7 there ſhon'd not be one for the Advantage 
of your own Orphans and Widows? and 


that the Gentlemen of the Army ſhou'd 
have ſhewed that tender Concern, which 
vou, who ought to underſtand fo well the 


Law of Charity and Beneficence, ſeem i ina 
great Meaſure, to be inſenſible of? 5 
Indeed, it may be ſaid, that the 8 
men themſelves are entirely to blame, who 
leave their Families in this Diſtreſs, they, 
who are ſo nobly provided for: At leaſt, it 
may be thought, that ſo many cou d not 
be thus reduced, if Clergymen, above all, 
thoſe who. enjoy good Livings, were as fo- 


ber, frugal, and virtuous. Men, as their 


Profeflion requires. — were even 
this true, it clears you not I think 


this Charge may eaſily receive an Anſwer. 


Clergymen, as much envied as they are, 
fre: ar leſs happy, than we _— gene- 
h yy 


„ 

rally imagine: And I believe upon inqui 
Me 2 ns, that it is ſratee. poll, 
that the Bulk of them, even of thoſe, who 

have tolerably good Stations in the Church, 
ſhou'd make Fortunes for their Families, 
except they have a very large portion of that 
Spirit, which no Man, who wiſhes Religi- 


* . 


gy governed by. „ | 
To ſhew therefore my Brethren of the 


. Laity, how much the World's miſtaken, 


Vith reſpect to the Clergy of Ireland.- 
The Great Livings of the Church are par- 
celled out amongſt a few Men, who have 
powerful Friends, and independent For- 
tunes; and of thoſe, that fall to the Bulk 


of the Clergy, there is ſcarce one, that ex- 


ceeeds three hundred Pounds a Year, Put 


on well, wou'd ever deſire to ſee the Cle 


the caſe then, that a young Man, of no 5 


diſtinguiſhed Intereſt, bred up at our Uni- 
verſity, goes into Orders at the uſual Time 
of Life; at what Age, may it be thought, 
that he ſhall ſee himſelf poſſeſſed of a Liv- 
ing of this Value? Why, not before For- 
ty, at the ſooneſt, By that time, it is ten 
to one, he has a growing Family; tis ex- 
pected he ſhou'd live as a Pariſn Miniſter; 


__ _ » 'that he ſhou'd entertain his Pariſhoners; that 


he ſhou'd be hoſpitable, and ready to encou- 
rage and relieve the Poor. Nay, theſe 
things he müſt do, or encounter Reproach, 
n 343 3) - A 4 —— N Con- 
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Contempt, and Hatred; the whole Farl n 
will be againſt him; and he will find 
himſelf driven to a thouſand vexatious 
expenſive Suits. Suppoſe then, that he is 
beloved, and lives like a Gentleman ; the 
Income, he is ſupported by, muſt be collec- 
ted with infinite Difficulty, rung from the 
hard Hands, of, Peaſants ; he muſt ſybmit 

to dilatory Payments, he muſt ſtand the 
Chance of a variety of Caſualties: For in 
the Caſe, of a hard Year; of Fire, of Mon- 
tality among Cattle, whoever- loſes, the Par- 
ſon ſurely muſt: And not only it wou'd 
be cruel, not, only it would be What a 
good Heart muſt be incapable of, to 
preſs upon the Diſtreſſes of the Unfortu- 
nate; but, more than that, he dare nat 
doit; it wou'd fink him in the Eſteem of 
| chis-whole Pariſh, and probably bring on a 
more ſevere Loſs, than any the cou'd in that 

; expoſ Now, thus circum- 

ſtanced, what Savings do you think a Good, 
Charitable, Humane Clergyman, witha Wife 
and half a Dozen Children, may make in the 

Space of twenty Years, out; of his Living 
of three hundred Pounds, fo call'd? And 
mark this, ſuch a Living is beſides a For- 
tune very uncommon. Of all the Men 
educated and ordained in Treland, we may 
ay with. Fruth, that not ten in a hund red 


ever enjoy three, hundred Pounds a Year i 


3 -the Church. An Income of two hundred, 
| „ 


4 51 
or one hundred and fifty, is reckoned a 
handſome Proviſion. And many of them 
never riſe above ſome hungry Vicarage, 
where there is little more than an empty 
Title to grace the Motley-Parſon, who is 
bpleſs'd indeed, if he can obtain a Farm from 


the neighbouring Squire, and become a ſuj - 


ceſsful Grazier. 4 
They I have been ſpeaking of are e the 
Beneſiced Cler gymen ; for the main Body of 
the Clergy, that numerous Part of them, 
comprehended under the Name of Curates, 
\ &c. is yet behind: And really, how they 
are ſituated, is well worth conſidering. 
And here it may be proper to premiſe to 
ſome of my Readers, that the Curates of 


 Treland are Gentlemen, bred as Gentlemen, 


many of them the Sons of Gentlemen, of 
Gentlemen of the Army, of Clergymen, 1 
of Country- Gentlemen, whoſe middling 
Fortunes, and perhaps the Hopes of Fa- 
vor from ſome neighbouring Biſhop, tempt- 
ell them to place them in the Church. 1 
ſay, they are Gentlemen, becauſe, and I 
am ſorry that I have it to ſay, the wretched 
: Circumſtances of many of them have diſ- 
— them but too much; generally is 
their Dreſs and that of theis Families, as 
bell as their Houſe- keeping, in every reſ- 
ct, of the meaneſt Kind; and, which 
is more diſmal, they have labored to.attain 
rt OE . to 
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to this Station of Miſery; cheir Studies ” 
- - have been laid out, and conſiderable Sums 

expended, to qualify them for the Church, 
which now, in Return, rewards them with 
Beggary, and leaves them to pine away in a 
State the moſt comfortleſs and deplorable, 


that any Man, of a virtuous improved 


Mind, in this Land of Liberty, can ever 
be reduced to. | 
Few Men, whoſe Obſervation is conka- 
ed to this. great City, are ſenſible of all 
this. But let them only attend to the Si - 


ttlation of Clergymen i in the remote Coun- - 


ties of Freland, and they will find that this 
is but too faithful a Hiſtory of what at leaſt 
one Half of them have to depend on. It 
may be of Uſe to dwell a Moment on this | 

. intereſting S. 

The firſt Ambition of a young Man, 
who has gone thro' his Academical Studies, 
and anfortunately lays himſelf out for the 
Church, is to be admitted into Holy Or- 
ders ; and the next Step to Preferment he 
ſets his Heart on, if he has not very great 


- Friends to ſupport him, is a Curacy, This 


poſſibly, after he has been in Orders two 


5 or three Years, he may, upon good Re- 


_. - commendation, and a blameleſs Character, 
de promoted to, with a Sallary of Thirty, 
or in a very few Places, Forty Pounds at 


moſt ; which 1 in 1 the Country, with the — 
neſit 
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nefit of bodice at a Farmer's Houſe, is 2 
. tolerable Maintenance for a fingle Man. 
And if he is wiſe enough to continue 
ſingle, and can get a Taſte for Country 
Sports ; if he. will pay his Court, to the 
Squire, and 1s a good-humored chearful 
Fellow, he may go on hunting and making 
merry to the End of his Days. I ſay, if 
he continues ſingle; for if he marries, as 


tis odds, that a young Man, full of Life, | 


no way licentious, and perhaps too ſanguine 
in his Expedations, may be guilty of this 

| hemous Crime, he is abſolutely undone : 

; The obſcure Manner he is forced to live in, 

in order to avoid Expences, will ſoon break 
his Spirit; the Encreaſe of his Family, for 
generally the Curate's Wife is as good a 
Breeder, as if her Huſband had the beſt 
Living in the Country, will encreaſe his 


Difficulties; his Mind ſhall be ſowered | 


with Anxicties, and the Sptightlineſs of his 
Genius weighed down by domeſtic Cares; 
till, after having dragged on a heavy, labo- 
._ Tious Life, a Life of Dejection and-endleſs 
: Tnquietudes, overlooked by his Superiors, 
divided from all the Intimates of his young- 
er Days, he dies at laſt, without any Advan- 
tage to his Family from that Profeſſion he 
had ſo earneſtly ſought after, than that his 
Daughters were never taught to weed, or 


5 Bis Sons to hold the — Now, when 


1 tell 


RE. 

T tell you that there are Numbers of Cler- 
gymen, whoſe Fortunes are of this Caſt, 
who, tho' diſpirited through long Adver- 

ſity, were once Men of very promiſing . 

Abilities, who might with honor to them- 
ſelves have filled other Stations, and who 
have thus lived and died neglected and for- 
gotten ; is it ſtrange, that the Children off 
Mien ſo circumſtanced ſhould fall into the 
narroweſt Straits of Fortune? Is it not 
more ſtrange, that Clergymen have not 
long fince united to promote ſome Scheme 
or other, that might in ſome Meaſure at 
leaſt prevent ſach affecting Calamitiee, 
which, let me ſay it again, reflect Reproach 
upon your whole Order, and ought cer- 
tainly to make thoſe Men bluſh, who, out 
of their accumulated Livings, enjoy at 
_ Eaſe all the Delicacies a luxurious Taſte 
can invent, and amaſs exorbitant Wealth 
for their Children, at the ſame time that 
their poor Brethren reap nothing from 
their laborious Services, but Meanneſs and 
RE: ot oF 
However, Gentlemen, and I ſpeak now 
to the lower Clergy, I think you are to 
blame, who have not been as active as you 
ſhou'd, in advancing a Scheme of this 
Kind. Tho' you cannot leave the leaſt 
Portion of your Incoine to your Families, 
yet you all enjoy ſomething, as W 0 ; 
8 N Ne: 
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live: And methinks, it is hard, if you 
cannot, many among you certainly can, 
ſpare ſome trifling Sum, were it but five 


Shillings a Year, towards forming a com- 


mon Fund, for the Relief of thoſe Fami- 
lies you leave behind you. It is but having 
one or two Wants more, than you have al- 
ready, And when you conſider, that you 
will enjoy the pleaſing Proſpect of ſome 
Allowance to your diſtreſſed Widows and 
Children, that this is a Store you are laying 
up for them; I think every good humane 


Man will for ſuch a Purpoſe gladly ſtraiten 


himſelf a little more, and will be even hap- 
pier, when his Heart is at Eaſe about thoſe 
that belong to him, than if his Income 
was doubled, and he had till the fame ſharp 

corroding Sollicitudes to diſturb him. ” 
But what will fignify a Crown a Year 


from each of the poor Curates in Ireland? 


— Much more than you imagine. There 
are many among you, who, tho' not rich, 
are not ſo poor, but they may afford a Sum 
three or four times as great. Beneficed 
Clergymen may contribute ſtill more large- 
ly, And when the Scheme 1s once on 
Foot, and properly, and with Spirit carried on, 
I have Reaſon to believe, that there is not 
one wealthy Clergyman, not one of your 
Biſhops, who would not generouſly and 
ge” 5 chearfullyß 


Land, 


| folly contribute to ſuch a well-; placed fs 
Charity. Of the latter Ihave many in my 1 
who will be foremoſt in encouraging ſuch a 

Project. The Four Gentlemen, who are 
at the Head of your Provinces, you may 


be certain of. Never had you ſo fair an 


Opportunity, as now, under the Influence of 


LE Archbiſhops, whoſe humane Minds, if they 


who ſeem to know them well may be be- 
lieved, you have ſo much Reaſon to hope 
all Things from. And by what I have 
| ſeen myſelf of that excellent Perſon, who 
is at preſent at the Head -of your Church, 
IT will venture to ſay, that tis impoſſible 
ſuch a Scheme ſhou'd be ht and he 
not warmly eſpouſe it. 1 
Beſides, Gentlemen, you fare the 
| Laity ; ; and the Laity, to my Knowledge, 1 
will ſupport you more than you ima- 
| ne. This is a Scheme many of them 
ve long ſince wiſhed to ſee introduced 
amongſt us. They love you, whatever may 
be thought — They love the honeſt, hu- 


: © mane, virtuous Part of the Clergy. And 


tho' they always do, and, I hope, always 
will, deſpiſe the proud, havghty, ambitious 


Prieſt, who, fond of Power, wou'd eſtabliſh 55 


— ſpiritual Tyranny on the Foundations of 
the Goſpel, and diſgraces and ſubverts the 


ally he Vo. to adorn and * 
= | | tho 
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tho' they cannot but hold in Abhorrence 
the ſanctified Hypocrite, who makes his Pro- 
feſſion a Pander to his depraved vicious Ap- 
petites; yet, let me tell you, they will ho- 
nor, they will ſupport every worthy Man 
among you, who ſhall want their Aſſiſtance. 
And if you will yourſelves begin a Scheme, 
which indeed ought to begin from you, 
vou ſhall find, and ſpeak for more than my- 
ſelf, you ſhall find amongſt us ſome not of 
the worſt of your Benefactors. And let me 
add, II think it our Advantage to do this. 
The Children of Clergymen are naturally 


a conſiderable ſtrengthening to the Proteſ= 


tant Intereſt * And if we take care to im - 
prove this Part of our Strength; if, inſtead 


bol their being Beggars, or obliged to ſubmit 


to the loweſt Means of procuring a Live- 
lihood, inſtead of ſeeing them fink into 


Diſſoluteneſs, ahd every Kind of Ruin 


and Corruption, we make them active, 
uſeful Members of Society; if a Proviſion 
zs prepared. for as many of them as behave 
well, and no Widow or Child of any 
among you ſhall want Support, whoſe 


Conduct does not render them unworthy 


of it, We ſerve ourſelves. And alſo you, 
who have Wives and Children, will not 
only enjoy a Peace of Mind, which ſurely 
muſt now be frequently broken in upon by 
the Doubts of their future Fortunes; but 
beſides, you will all of you be the more 
F conſidered, 


5 I 16 
conſidered, the Children of your deceaſed 
Brethren will not appear in that contempti - 
ble Light, they now oftentimes do, and 
the Stain of Reproach, you have long 
labored under, will be wiped off entirely. 
I wiſh ſome abler Pen wou'd have done 
Juſtice to a Cauſe, which I conceive the 
whole Kingdom has a Concern in. As 
to this Attempt of mine, if any thing 1 
have here ſuggeſted can be of Uſe, I ſhall 
account myſelf amply rewarded, And 
perhaps, ſhou'd this be thought to deſerve 
Attention, I may trouble you again with 
ſomething more particular on this Sub- 


Tam, 


GENTLEMEN, 


. Your humble Servant, 


and fincere Friend, 


